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Abstract

This thesis probed the impact of Karen community household production and
consumption systems, the people’s thought and belief systems, their rituals and natural
resource conservation-oriented practices upon natural resource conservation.  The
researcher collectéd needed data/information via observations, interviews and,
subseqgvently verified collected data/information. Following such verification the researcher
classified them according to determined research objectives and analyzed them using the
set theoretical framework, F indings were as follows:

1. Each household had an integrated production system. Vegetable cultivation

had as its aim household consumption. Both growing vegetables and raising animals relied



on natural ferility. Thus, the entire production system was obviously natural conservation-
oriented.

2. Each household, based on its subsistence production, consumed
economically. Beyond such production explo#ting nature was undertaken solely for normal
life sustenance, e.g., using dried wood as fuel and shelter. Therefore, it was not nature-
destroying. Other consumption supporting incomes came from the sale of such tame
animals as cows and buffaloes. |

3. The Karen folks firmly believed in the interconnectedness of worldly beings
resulting in their proper, respectful and symmetrical treatment of nature. in addition, they
also believed in spirits and communally institutionalized taboos, especially that nature had
its own guardians, leading to the communal stated of peaceful coexistence and their deep
respect for nature. Finally, as far as rituéls were concerned, they were practiced as means

to transmit and inculcate traditional beliefs as well as forge social relations and cohesion.



