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Abstract

This thesis was undertaken to probe’formal and nonformal education channels of the
handica;;ped, their opportunities to gain access to those channels and conditions and factors
related to such opportunities.

The handicapped in this study comprised the blind, deaf, mentally retarded and
physically disabled living in the Muang Chiang Mai District community. The researcher, in
collecting needed data/information, relied on formal and informal interviews -and participant and
nonparticipant observations.

Findings were as follows:

The Available educational channels for the handicapped of each type of disability
varied, Education organized for them existed in educational institutions (schools) specifically
designed for each type of the disabled rather than in the form of handicapped students being sent
to study with normal students in regular schools. Most of them received primary and secondary

education while a very small number made it to higher education institutions. At the same time,



those overage and mentally troubled handicapped unable to learn within the regular educational
system turned their attention to vocational training fields/areas.

With regards to opportunities to gain access 1o existing educational channels it was
found that the deaf had the best chances followed by the mentally retarded, the blind and the
physically disabled, respectively. Obviously, compared to the normal students, the handicapped
were slower in lcarning. Both public and private institutions were not rcadily'prepared to enroll
the handicapped, thus, denying them formal ecducation opportunities and leavin.g them to tend
fend themselves for survival through informal learning paths and means.

With regards to conditions and factors related to their access possibilities/opportunities it
was found that economic and social status of their families, their own needs and readiness,
transportation availibility, information intake ability as well as food and housing factors played a
crucial role in determining those access opportunities. To complicate the matter further both
public and private agencies were found to have lacked both operational budget and sufficient
personnel knowledgeable and competent enough to care for the handicapped and match a large

number of handicapped students.



