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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study factors associated with knowledge
transmission of granite mortar and pestle chiselling occupation in Phayao province. The
study was carried out by means of qualitative approach together with surveys, interviews
and literature review. People interviewed inciude 50 villagers from 156 households and
six experts in related areas. The data collected is analyzed in terms of frequencies and
percentage. The result can be summarized as follows:

1. Mortar makers’ personal and family factors. Most of them are 41 - 50 years
old, with primary education, having had this occupation for more than 20 years. They
have small families. They encourage their children to get higher education, and the
children usually turn their bact to their parents’ job because they think that the job will
lead them to respiratory problems, due to their ignorance of health check and good
prevention measures.

2. Social and economic factors. Most of the workers think that the status of
their career is low, and they want to have better paid jobs. One reason why they carry
on the career is that they immediately get paid for their finished products. And they can
train their children between the age of 11-15 to do the job at their own home, which
takes not more than 10 days. However, two problems are evident; it is more and more

difficult to find good rocks, and good tools are also expensive,



3. Community and geographical factors. The skill and expertise of this
occupation has been handed down continuously from one generation to another among
relatives of Ban Ngiew. They have been using raw materials in and around the
community.

‘4. Production process. The community leader takes care of raw the supply of
materials and marketing process, while the villagers take care of the production.

5. Supporting organizations. This occupation has been taken care of by small
local organizations. It will be difficult for the occupation to survive without cares and

supports from the government and private sector.



