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Abstract

This study was an attempt to find out whether and how much
school leavers were able to actually live a democratic way of life
they had been taught and trained in school. It was conceptually
guided by the desirable/expected characteristics students were supposed
to possess and demonstrate after having undergore the Democracy in
School Project as well as by the 1ea1~hing process skills prescribed by
the Department of Curriculum and Instruction Developinent, Ministry of
Education. Altogether, 40 1 or'mef students and, concurrently, members
of the student committee of Wat Rongsao School, the Office of Muang
Lamphun District Primary Education, served as this study’s key
informants. Structured interviews were conducted with each and
everyore of them to obtain needed data. Moreover, 40 community
leaders and other senior persons were also interviewed as reference

points and for comparative purposes.




The analysis of collected data yielded the following findings.

Overall, it could be said that those former students did
actually live, to a certain degres, a democratic way of life within
the real community context despite the .f‘act that they did not
demonstrate all required learning process skills. Evidently, based on
the interviews, they were able to identify community problems and
youth problems in the comunity, offer their views regarding their
causes as well as possible solutions to those problems. What was
found pf-oblematic had to do with their participation in community
activities in order to both solve those identified problems and
improve the whole commmity in general. |

Obviously, this problematic aspect or failure was not to be
attributed to those former students alone. Interview contents clearly
indicated that adults in the community were found to have been major
hindrances to their active participation in those problém-solving and
community-developing activities. Their ideas and opinions were
regarded by adults as childish not to be taken seriously. This
particular finding was rather disturbing and discouraging. On the other
hand, although adults interviewed were satisfied with School products,
most of them felt that commnity edults in general and those directly
responsible for correcting community and youth problems as well as
community development affairs in particular should be more open-minded
and accord community youth more opportunities in expressing themselves
and more actively participating in such affairs. Therefore, future

studies on this topic should place more emphasis on the role of adults,



Expecting school to do its job perfectly alone, i.e., producing
perfectly functioning democratic individuals, is both not realistic

and fair.



