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Abstract

This study examined the issue of school committees’ participation
in schools’® educational management affairs. Schools under study were
primary schools attached to the Office of Fang District Primary
Education, Chiang Mai Province. Those providing needed information
were 254 members of District schools’ school committees. They were
asked to respond to the checklist type questionnaire containing items
relevant to the topic under examination. Subsequently, collected data
were analyzed by using frequency ard percentage.

Findings were as follows:

As regards participation in gereral questionnaire respordents
reported that most committee members had in varying degrees undertaken

the following activities prescribed by concerned authorities as their



officially expected functions: school-related information dissemination
and school progress reporting to the public; soliciting public
cooperation and participation in school development activities;
securing community resources to assist students; and clearly informing
the public regarding school educational tasks and responsibilities.
As regards this last activities, it was found that a large number of
committee members had done so but not very clearly. Besides, they were
found to have participated quite a great deal in schools’ many other
activities. Lastly, committee members representing their respective
communities were found to have been of little help in successfully
tackling complex and delicate school personnel problems and in helping
out poor students.,

As far as direct participation, i.e., that stipulated in the
official regulation, is concerned, it was found that the majority of
comnittee members participated quite a great deal in school problems
analysis and needs assessment; school development and financial outlay
plans preparation; materials procurement and labour hiring; and
developing schools into community knowledge sources. However, community
representing members were found to have participated less in these
matters. In addition, school committees, according to questionnaire
respondents, did participate in other key tasks required of them in
the official regulation. But again, commnity representing members
participated less in such tasks. Lastly, it was reported that most
committee members had on various occasions offered valuable recomen-
dations for schools to follow with the honest intention of improving

them for the maximum benefit of their children and commmities.



