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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine factors relating to research projects
conducted by Instructors at Rajamangala Institute of Technology, Northern Campus,
Chiangmai. The study was conducted by interviews and questionnaires. The subjects were 18
administrators who provided support for research projects, namely 1 director, 7 assistant
directors, 10 department heads. The questionnaires were completed by 247 instructors from
the Division of Industrial Technology, the Department of Academic Affairs, the Department of
Business Administration, and the Department of Fine Aris ; there were 247 usable
questionnaires that could be analyzed.

The findings of the study were as follows: there were three factors related to the
research projects conducted by the Instructors at Rajamangala Institute of Technology,
Northern Campus, namely, their opinions on research projects, the system and structure of the
Institute, and the problems encountered in conducting research. The majority of instructors as
a whole agreed, at high level of significance on nearly every aspect. But after consideration

item by item, it was found that there were outstanding differences.



In the area of research project opinions, the significance and motivation to conduct
research it was found that the majority of instructors realized that the research could be
utilized in the development and progress of teaching.

Regarding the system and the structure of the Institute, the readiness of the Institute
to facilitate research projects, the support of the Institute, the benefits and the administrators
support, the majority of Instructors stated at a medium to low level deviation that the system
and the structure of the Institute for supporting research projects were not adequate.

There were four problems related to research projects, namely, knowledge, budget,
time and equipment. The majority of instructors stated, at a high level of significance that they
had experienced problems. But after determining the details item by item, it was found, with a
high level of significance that the majority of instructors believed the major cqnstraint in
conducting research was time, becausei of their heavy teaching load and extra curricula
activities. The Institute did not have enough budget to support research projects, the equipment
was inadequate and there was a lack of research knowledge.

Additional comments related to research projects could be classified into two groups,
namely, the requirement for research knowledge, and the requirement for budget, time and
equipment. It was found, at a high level of significance, that the majority of instructors wanted
to conduct research. They wanted to get more support in the areas of research knowledge,

budget, time, and equipment.




