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Abstract

This study was intended to examine the current state of the

drug addiction problem among students of Chiangkhamwittayakom School,

Chiang Kham District, Chiang Ral Province, pre\}ention and solution

efforts urdertaken as well as problems and obstacles encountered.

Altogether, 350 students, teachers and administrators of the School

were asked to respond to the questionnaire with items covering all

relevant aspects of the problenm.

The study found that in general the School was reported to have

fairly carried out required prevention and solution measures as

prescribed by the Department of General Education. Problems and

abstacles reported included the following : Lack of serious cooperation

from School personnel, especially from students witnessing instances of



drug use or knowing such instances were going on. Next, some teachers

felt it was none of their business to get involved even though they

knew what was going on. Addictive substances most popularly used among
students were found to be amphetamines and, most alarmingly, the

majority of those agents bringing them into School were students

themselves.

Questionnaire respondents commonly agreed that @ penalizing
students caught using those substances should not in the long run be
the most effective measure. Rather, the most durable preventive and
rbrrective measure, reported the respondents, would be the ore whereby
all teachers seriously and actively join hands in instilling the sense
of awareness among students as regards the dangers of all addictive
substances both at present and in the future. They suggested that
efforts toward this end be attempted in every subject by every teacher
and on a continuous basis.

In addition, respondents felt that efforts, preventive and
suppressive, carried out by concerned authorities were still not tough
and persistent enough. It was commonly recommended that if they be
more serious and get to the real sources, i.e., producers and dealers,
the drug addiction problem among students of both Chiangkhamwittakhom
and other schools would become more urnder control and even finally
disappear. Prevention and correction measures now  undertaken,
respondents felt, seemed not to be tackling the problem at its very

souice.



