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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate community involvement pattern and
factors which influenced their invelvement in the prevention end controlling diabetes and
hypertension diseases project at Ban Kewprow , Tambon Chan Chowa Tai . Mae Chan District,
Chiang Rai Province. Qualitative approach was used for collecting data from key informants in
the village through informal interview, non - participatory observation, focus group discussion,
field note, and documentary review. The study period, from community analysis up to the
end of the study, was 7 months starting from February to August 1998.

The findings indicated that the community involvement , as defined by the term
‘community participation” , in the project was not found in the level of decision making,
implementation, and evaluation but found only in sharing benefits level . Thus it can be
concluded that the resident involved in the matter only in a c¢o - operative manner and they

“would doing that regularly.



It was also found that the resident involved in the project due to some psychc;-social
characteristic of the community. Respecting in the community leader , as a symbolic person,
known as the head of Health Volunteer was the first and most important factors that brought
the resident to participate in the project. Public health personnel were also played an important
role that brought about an invovement of the resident . Ancther factor that brought the
resident to join the project regularly was that they perceived the value of controlling diabetes
and hypertension problem since participated in the project,

The continuity of the project, however, were partly due to the charactor of the local
culture known as “ Community Royaly * which bringing people together at any community

events.



