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Abstract

This thesis investigated in depth and breadth the functioning
of primary schools’ committees as prescribed by school reform
guidelines as well as the participation of various groups of committee
members especially those representing local comunities.

Study population were 57 school comittees in the Office of
Lampang Provincial Primary Education schools participating in the
education reform project since the 1996 sacademic year. Committee
members comprising 57 school administrators, 114 teachers and 342
commnity representatives served as key informants. They were asked
to respond to questionnaires with items designed to probe various
aspects of comittee func:t_ioning. Moreover, additional data were
gathered through interviews with such involved figures both at the

provincial ard district levels as provincial primary education chief




officer, chief supervisor, chief planning officer, district primary
.education chief officers and chief supervisors.

Findings were as follows : |

1. As regards the issue of knowledge and understanding of
committee functioning it was discovered that school administrators and
teachers reported a medium degree, i.e., a medium level, of such
knowledge and understanding while community representatives reported a
low degree, i.e., a low level, of knowledge and understanding.
Committee functioning here covered background, philosophy, basic
beliefs, necessity, importance, underlying principles, role(s) and
functions as well as operational procedures of school committees. In
addition, it included knowledge and understanding of school committes
role(s) and functions as stipulated in the Ministry of Education-
Issued Regulations on School Committees (1996).

2. As regards the participstion issue, especially that of
community  representatives it was discovered that the latter
participated wvery little in committees’ functioning particularly in
matters deemed central to their roles(s) and functions. This finding
corresponded with previous and contemporary findings the Office of
National Primary Education Commission had found on the same issue
regarding the operations of previous committee bodies of the type
invegtigated here.

3., As regards problems and obstacles reported encourtered in
committess’ functioning it was found that most committee members still

lacked clear knowledge and understanding of committee role(s),




authority and functions as well as its underlying philosophy and
principles. Lacks of operational budget énd continuous following-up,
monitoring and supervision from relevant organizations were also
reported.

4. As regards the issue of recommendations it could be said that
in addition to gereral and technical, i.e., typical, recommendations
proposing improved and increased personnel, budget, materials and
management what was fourd most urgently needed addressing was that
school administrators and teachers be signled out and made to more
clearly understand and appreciate the participation principle in the
functicning of school committees. This included its philosophy,
underlying concepts and principles. For if without clear
understanding and authentic appreciation of this crucial principle,
this group of school committee members would be unable to foster trust
and confidence in such functioning anong other grouﬁs of members,
encourage their true knowledge and understanding and, finally, extract
their potentials, especially community representatives’, to the
benefit of maximinzing the effectiveness and quality of school

committee functioning many pin their hopes on.




