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Abstract

This research was designed to study social structures and
relationship systems in order to analyze the potentiality of the Buddhist
Faithful in solving rural community problems. This research was based on
data drawn from smaill group discussions, structured and non-structured
interviews, participant and noﬁ-pérticipant observations. The study was also
based on relevant documents as well as research work. Research results were
summarized as follows : _

The Buddhist Faithful was made up of villagers from all " walks
of life in the community who share a primeval culture with a belief in
Buddhism as its dynamic force. Group activities in ;Lerms of social, ecpnomic,
politic and cultural aspects were all centered around the temple.

Within the Buddhist Faithfl —was found a social structure that
interacted in the context of an original, central relationship system that
encompassed  the respective systems of production, relations and beliefs.

The Buddhist



Faithful was a community's informal grouping with ease and elasticity in
administration as well as management . Many components of the so-
called lay community were syncreﬁsed together through a socia! mechanism
with the learned, elderly, vifuous, and monks as its leaders. In each group
there was a kind of relationship seemingly identical to the kinship system, within
which the group leaders interweaves several social strands into one. Members
were faithful to the group, had confidence in the leaders, and were truthful
to one another. The relationship system of the Buddhist Faithful was based
on the long-cherished culture of the community.

it could be stated. that the Buddhist Faithful was grounded in
primeval culture as its own socio-cultural source and community foundation.
The community utilized the aforesaid potentials for solving their problems in
normal as well as critical circumstances, which were always occurring
amidst social and cultural changes.

Social dynamics of the aforesaid group was not static but always
drifting afnidst social, political, economic and cultural changes. The Buddhist
Faithful would perpetuate under the community structure in a new
changing contect as long as the bélief in Buddhism remained active in the

community.



