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Abstract

This thesis was intended to critically exasmine the Thai
governments’ educational policy developments as they unfolded m Thai
Muslim communities of scuthern border provinces during 1932-1992. At
the same time, it examined the impact upon members of those oonmunities
brought about following the implementation of established policies.
Primarily, the thesis was of documentary research nature employing the
concept of "Three-Dimensional Aspects of the State" andvanced by Chai-
Anan Samudavanija in his studies of the developments of the Thai state
as a major analytical framework. And findings of this study were
presented in an analytical description form.

The study found that Thai Muslim comunities in the southern
border provinces possessed and exhibited a unique identity, be they
race, religion, language and culture. P.articularly, they were noted
for their strong and cohesive culture, a product of age—old history.




This uniqueness afforded them extraordinary politically bargaining

powers . against the central Thai state. Therefore, the educational
policy implementation of the central governments throughout the three
periods under investigation (1032-195Q, 1050-1973 and 10973-19902),

although essentially driven by "security dimeﬁsion" as the main reason
of state, had to concede that other dimensions of state reasons, i.e.,
"development" and "participation,” had to play a partnership role
(during the 1932-1959 period) and a leading role (during the 1050-1992
period) in the formulation and implementation of educational policies

affecting those commmities.

However, following the active and direct participation in
programs and efforts directed at the improvement of life quality of Thai
Muslims in the outhern border provinces of the highest and most revered
institution of the country (especially since 1959) "development
dimension" and "participation dimension" of state reasons became more
and more legitimate and acceptable to the population in this part of
the country. Particularly, the variocus royal functions of the present
monarch have clearly played the key role in integrating the three
dimensions of state reasons into the more cbvious and tightly knitted

"Three-Dimensional Aspects of the State".




