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Abstract

This study had two main purposes; (1) to study learning English
problems of Prathom Suksa 6 students, and (2} to find out relationships
between students’ learning achievement and level of the problemns
encountered by those students.

The population of this study included 832 Prathom Suksa 8
students studying in 48 schools under the Office of Mae Rim District
Primary Education, Chiang Mai Province. A set of questionnaires
concerning students’ learning problems, developed by the author, was
applied as the research instrument. Students’ learning achievenents were
collected from the second semester of 1997 Academic year final test
scores administered by the Chiang Mai Provincial Primary Education
Office. The collected data were analyzed using the SPSS-PC microcomputer
statistical package. |

The major findings were as follows:

1. Most students were from the families of farmers and general

hiredmen (78.49%). Most students had no experienced with English before



starting English at Prathom Suksa 5 (96.75), while only 5.65 percent of
them had English special classes after school. The average learning
achievemént scores of these students were 64.23.

2. Students® Learning jproblems classified according to their
environments were as follows:

2.1 Problems related to home environments which students
considefed the moderate problems were that they had trouble with doing
exercises, assignments, they had difficulties with listening, speaking,
reading and writing BEnglish; and less problems were boring, lack of
conf idence, lack of learning materials.

2.2 Problems related to school environments included:

- As regards to friends, students considered more problems
were; they needed close friends to help encouraée their learning; they
had no opportunity to display their abilitieé within groups; and worried
that they were disliked by friends.

-~ Concerning teachers, they found less problems that included;
less strict teaching, speaking with no English, uninteresting and no
teaching materials, absence from classes,and hard to understand lectures.

- Regarding schools, they also found less problems that weres
no language laboratory or otherwise not allow students to use; and the
least problems was no English corners and no activities promoting English.

3. The relationship between learning achievements and the
students’ learning problems. It was found that students? learning
achievements and problems related to home environment and +to school
environment were correlated at the .01 level of significance with r =

- 0.88.



