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Abstract

The purpose of this reasearch was to study about backgrounds of military
gonscripts. This included their economic, social, culturel and educational, backgrounds
and needs of educstion as well as occupation. The research pointed out their

education opportunities for formal, nonformal and informal ones  between being

soldiare and aftar their demobilization. Tha recearch population was tha military
conscripts  in  Security Force Battalion of Wing 41, Maung District, Chiang Mai
Province, in the 1997 acedemic year. The target population consisted of 744 military
conscripts of which 80 samples were drawn from by stratified and simple randomn
samplings.

The research employed not only participant end non-participant cbservations
but also formal and informal interviews and focus group discussion to collect field
data. Data from relevant document Qere gathered. The data collection period fasted
sound 12 months. Meanwhils, the data were also snalysed and presented in
descriptive writing. Tables were used in some perts to show quanlitative statistics.

The result of this research showed that most of the military censcrpts  came
from poor family and them lived in the remote rural areas. Although they had

good atfitude towards education, most of them only gradusted from prmary aducation.



They had to stop studying to help their family becsuse of povery and the
inadequacy of secondary educstion in their homsetown. Being military conscripts was
not what they wented because it wasted their ime for working. They slso thought
that the training was harsh and limited their freedem and affected their job
opportunities. However it was compulsory and some of them needed the reserve
certificate in order to spply fora job or continue their studying in some particular
areas.

it was found that during the training they were provided with military
educafion such as military fraining, military courltesy, aiscipline training, informsation
sbout AIDS education, narcotics and security guard on duty as well as other
knowledge that could enhance their qualifications from not only Nonformal Education
Provincial Centers but also vocational fraining and on the job. Training both at
their local station and in Bangkok.

After their demcbelization, some of the militery conscripts would continue
their studying in formal education such as at The Policernen School, The Uncommissioned
Officers School, HRamkomhang University, Suihotaitammaﬁrat University, Ratchapat
Institute or private universiies. Others chose nonformal  education at Nonformal
Education Provincial Centers or vocational  training centers. The opportunities for
informal education depended upon their interests and readiness, and salso whers

they live.



