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Abstract

The research for the relationship network of the handicraft production groups in a
rural community aimed at studying the relationship network of the handicraft production
groups, and the process of the knowledge and assistance exchanges among handicraft
producers in the community. The researcher employed a qualitative research by the use of
observations and interviews to collect data within Barn Ta-Wai and Ton-kaew villages. Then,
the data were checked, classified and analyzed according to the objectives of the research.
The results of the research were as follows:

1. Relationship network of the handicraft production groups in a rural community
derived from the relationships between teachers and learners, kinship system, knowledge
exchanges and trading.

2. The process of knowledge and assistance exchanges between the handicraft
producers in a rural community was informal and fiexible.

Knowledge and assistance exchénges could take place in various situations such as
the selection and using of production materials, desigh and selection of suitable wood

carving works, including trading and marketing problems. However, further assistances



among the handicraft producer groups came from outside of the community, especially from

the involved government units concerned.



