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Abstract

This research aimed at studying the process of compunity
environmental education, and relationships between such process and
resources management in highland areas. This qualitative research
employed informal interviews, observations and focus group discussions
to collect data. Then, the obtained data were grouped, checked,
analysed and presented descritively.

The results of this study were as follows :

1. The native ways of living of the community were found as
productive means for earning a living of the villagers based on their

belief system and local wisdom. Since the community had more social




contacts with people from outside, its production pattern was
gradually changed into the direction of trading increasingly. '

2. The community environmental education was fbund as a measure
to create and develop the villagers’ behaviours, values, ethics and
justice towards natural resources including soil, water and forest.
such educational process could be identified into 2 categories.

2.1 A learning process was derived from the community’s local
wisdom. The family institute played a vital role to transfer
knowledge to its younger generations by telling and practical guiding
as a direct learning way, and also through some ritual rites as an
indirect way. o

2.2 A learning process, which was encouraged from outside
the community, was generated by the community leaders, new
experiencing members and organizations®’ officers. They functioned as
‘transferers of knowledge and experiences from outside to the villagers
by means of organizing meetings, trainings, demonstrations, study
tours and campaigns.

3. The commuﬁit.y was found as managing natural resources,
including soil, water and forest, with close relations to the
villagers’ beliefs, noras, and production patterns for earning their
living. The relationships between environmental education process and
resource management could be classified into 3 categories. Those
were the relationship at an ideal level toward natural resources, at a
belief lewel toward the resources’ values, and at an operational level

toward any action that was no harm to the resources.




