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Abstract

The purposes of this independent study were to study opinions
of the péople in Thoeng district, Chiang Rai province about local
natural resources and surrounding enviromment and to design
"Surrounding Environment"” course relevant to Thoeng district's natural
resources and surrounding environment, for lower secondary school
students. Data were collected from 370 local pecple sampled by
stratified random technique from parent.s of lower secondary school
students in Thoeng Wittayakom School. Questionnaires were used as
reszarch instrument and data were analyzed by using percentages.
Tebles and description were used for presentation.

The results were as follows :

1. Opinions of the psople in Thoeng district, Chiang Rai province
about conditions and problems of local nabural resources and surrounding

environment :




1.1 Most of the people thought that 10 years ago there were
more forest and wildlife but less farming area than at present.

1.2 Most of the people thought that 10 years ago there
were more water for drinking and consuming, more plants and animals
In water resources but less toxic substances, less pesticides and waste
in water resources and less problems of lacking of water in summertime.

1.3 Problems related to soil and land were lack of water

‘and poor quality of soil,

1.4 The problem related to energy resources was the problém
of lacking wood for making charcoal and woodsticks which was still a
necessary fuel resource.

1.5 Problems related to waste were that most communities
had no service for getting rid of waste and had to burn the waste which
caused pollution.

2. Designing “Surrounding Environment" course that was relevant
to Thoeng district's natural resources and surrounding environment data
for lower secondary school students :

The designing of the curriculum were based on learners' social
function/activities and the conclusion of local resources and surrounding
environment problems such as the problems of forest, the problems of water
and water resources, the problems of soil and land, the problems of ensrgy

resources and the problems of waste. Five interdisciplinary units were




designed according to Jacob Model. Titles of the units were "Local
Forest”, "Water Resources for Life" "Our Land and Soil® "Energy in
Our Daily Lives", and “Problems of Waste.” Each unit needed 6-8 class
periods. Science teachers were designed to be the main instructors who
would conduct learning activities with +teachers from other fields

working as supporting team members or as consultants of the learners.




