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Abstract

This study on “Changes towards Alternative Agriculture Production Ssytem
iIn Rural Areas™ aims to analyze the process of change leading to alternative
Agriculter production and also to analyze factors leading to changes both from
within and outside the community.

The method of research was to investigate available documents, concepts,
principles as well as theory and practice concerning alternative agriculture.
Information and data were collected through observations, informal interviews,
recordings of fieldwork, group discussions and working in the community, a camera

was used to illustrate facts and informations. The information was interpreted,



analyzed and categorized and the study presented as a lecture, providing definitions
and conclusions as follows:

Traditionally, farmers produces crops by rotating cultivated field plot with
lollow areas. This system was adequate for the people’s subsistence; forest areas
were reduced to a minor extent and no negative impact was felt by the community
or the environment. When a transition towards a market orientated production took
place, farmers began to apply methods using new technology combinec with
increased financial input. Even so, they were hardly able to solve the broblem of
inadequate income using modern methods, which also began 1o affect the
environment and people’s health. To increase production, additional forest areas
were cleared causing seasonal changes in rainfall and thus less water from from
the hills in the streams; agricultural land because limited and the soii degenerated
lacking adequate/nutrients for sustainable crops. These factors have caused
farmers to adapt to were appropriate cultivation methods. Although society has
faced all these hardships it is not discouraged and new ideas of alternative
agriculture are spreading and creating the disire to change old mehtods. Smail
groups of leading farmers are changing 1o alternative agriculture which is
compatible with the life of the community. There are two systems. One is based
on the use of herbs, ie. Sadow in paddy fields, planting peanuts after rice and the
planting on a type of legume to prevent soil erosion and provide organic fertilizer.
The second, crops, trees and animal raising are integrated and diversified.

Farmers are convinced that through aiternature agriculture using these

methods they can avoid toxic hazards, establish economic security, pay expenses,




by food, avied high debts, reduce greed and conserve nature and the environment.

in this way the community may become involved in extending benefits to others.
Thesé are 2 types of factors which influence change towards alternative

agriculture: those from within and those from outside the community inside factors

are concerned with;

a} soil erosion (and plant nutrient decrease) on sioping fields being one of
the main causes of poor yields.
b} social structure based on the extended family fosters the spread of
alternative agriculture concepts.
cj villagers’ groupsforganizations by which alterative agriculture is
recognized to be of value.
Factors from outside are concerned with:
a) National pregress which causes a range of proglems and consequently
a source of pressure for smail famers to look for solutions in new alternative ways.
bl a compaign by mass media giving coverage on concepts and
principles as well as successful farmers” methods.
¢} a market system by villagers which focuses on local sales and
purchases providing regular income.
d} extension, training and education including exchanges and promoting
links with other groups.
Both sets of factors are interrelated and contribute towards constructive

changes in production methods in the community.




