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Abstract

The overall aim of this study was to provide data appropriate
to the planning of nonformal education and compatible with the future
development of human resources in the Lao Peoples Democratic Republic.
Therefore, the objectives of the research were: to study trends in the
processes and impacts of social, cultural, and economic changes; and
to study the past and future implementation of nonformal education in
Laos.

The intent of +this research was to study future global
socio~economic trends with impacts the on Lao P.D.R. in the aress of

economics, society, technology and environmgnt, as well as past and



future socio-economec trends. Finally, this research examiner the
future trends of Lao mnon-formal education to the year of 2010.
Forty-five adminiétrators at the policy level, non-formal education
specialists, and academics comprised the sample group. Data was
collected by means of a researcher constructed interview model schedule.
Some significant trends found included:
1. Future global socio-economic trends .
2.. Trends of future impacts and changes in the Lao P.D.R.
3. Future trends of non-formal education in the Laoc P.D.R. to
the year of 2010, resulting from extenal socio-economics
and changes in the Lao P.D.R. itself
As a result of these trends, the research preduts the following
trends in non-formal education in the Lao P.D.R. to the year of 2010:

1. Nonformal education will stress a philosophy of “critieal
thinking"” <(knit pen) and self-reliance, based on local needs and
participation in defining the people’s problems. It will also focus on
lifelong education, with the goal of developing and improving the
quality of life of the educationally disadvantaged.

2. Nonformal education will have a role in all areas of

development, including the development of out-of-school human resources.

3. The target population most in need of nonformal education

is poor and educationally disadvantaged farmers.

4. nonformal education activities will be directed at providing

knowledge necessary to address technological changes, as wwll as skills

of value in increasing income and developing the family and community.



5. The models and methods employed in nonformal education will
depend on the target population and the existing conditions.

6. The Department of Nonformal FEducation will reduce its role
in program operations, and increase its role in planning, coordination,
and the provision of technical and financial support.

7. Nonformal education personnel will include government
officials, volunteers, and the generall population. Administfative
authority will be further decentralized to local levels.

8. There will continue to be a National Committee for
Nonformal  Education, responsible for coordination and policy
impiementation. Coordination at +the district level will be the
responsitility of the District Council.

9. Nonformal education which more closely conforms to formal
education will be implemented.

10. Institutes of higher education will produce nonformal
education personnel, using a curriculum stressing practical skills.
Instruction in theory and principlés will be reduced.

11. There will be systematic evaluation of nonformal education
projects, particularly in with respect to project objectives, Integrated
quantitative research will also be conducted in order to determine

services which best meet the needs of the target populations.



