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Abtstract

The puarpose of this resesrch was to study what has caused the
chande 1in the production systein of the Karens in Mae Sai Na Lao
Viliage, Tumbon Long XKod, Prao District, Chiangmali Province and how

this change has aftfected their way of life.

This research was qualitative research. Data was gathered and
studied by participatory and Tnon-participatory observation,
classification and inspection. Data analysis employed the triangular
technique, and &a comparative study and interpretation of phenowena

witnessed.



The case study was of a Karen village in which people’s way of
iife was simple and depended on their plentiful naturat environment.
The adgricultural production was formeriy for family comsumption and
for bartering awong relatives. The social relationship was based on
kinship. They had a "Pahiko” to be the chiel of rites which were the
center of their beliefs. Supernatural power was thelr spiritual
- ¢comfort.. When transportation was déveloped. cash-crops were
introduced to the comminity be the captialists who playved an important
role in the porduction system. The production system has chanded from
praoducting for consumntioh to producing ftor the outside warket.
Moreover, new technoiosy had been used in agricuitural production
which has affected their production process, their beliefs and their
cost  of proeduction. Money has become something that enabies them to

purchase material things to show thelr own economic status.

In relation to their aninal raising system, the karens tormperly
raised animals for family consumption, tarm labour, and rites. Later
on they changed to raise animals for only economic purposes and family
consumptibn. Handicraits like bamboo and ¢loth weavings used to be
prbduced for community consumption. However, when the scocial
situation changed, the karens turned to use raw materials from the
outgide comuunity instead of the local ones to produce handicrafts to
meet  the demand of the market. This also affected the change in the

production process.



in conclusion, there are two wain factors that have caused the
change 1in. the production system of the karens. First, it was the
internal factor, which inciuded the vililage’s plentiful environment,
investment iIin cash-crops, the role of the head of the village in
cooperation with State officials, the role of non-official leaders as
agricultural sgroup leaders or representatives of capitalists in
‘helping to change the ‘production system to  become  nmore
market-dependent. The second factor was the external factor, which
included Ghe adoption of technology, machinery, chemicals, beliefs,
social vaiues, and the mone& system which was brought to the community

by means of transportation and mass communication.



