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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study accessibility to educational
Opportunity of Hilltribe People and the conditions and factors facilitating or impeding
such access, as well as the social, cultural and economip impacts on their lifestyle.

Qualitative research methods were used including formal and informal interviews,
observation, and focus groups. The study was conducted in Doi Chang Village, Moo 3,
Wawi Sub-district, Mae Suai District, Chaingrai Province.

The results were as follow:

Educational access among members of the community was unequal and depended
on a number of factors including: position in the village (e.gleader, committee
member), economic status, financial support, previous level of education, inforrnation,

intellect, ete. Persons with little educational access included persons in poverty, from




broken homes, without financial support or adequate information, without interest, and
with lessintellectual ability.

Factors facilitating or impeding educational access can be classified into two
groups: Internal factors-educational desires, family economic status, culture and
traditions, and natural resource limitations-and External factors - government, private
and media expansion, govermnment policy on hill tribes, practices and programs of
various agencies, communications, dissemination of information, and market forces.

The impacts of educational access were both positive and negative. Positive
impacts mncluded community prosperity and development of basic infrastructure(e.g.
living standards, roads, water supply, public health, facilities, education of the majority
of residents, Thai language skills, increased Thai citizenship, increased recognition of
the community from the outside). Negative impacts included destruction of the
indigenous education system leading to other problems, such as destruction of tribal
socio-cultural ar_ld economic systems and reduction of community potential to the point

of not being able to control social behavior.




