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Abstract

This is a study entitled "The Socialization Process of Thai
Lue's Herbal Medical Practices”. The purpose of the study was to
study the socialization process of Thai Lue's herbal medical practices
which continued from the past unt.il present times and to study the
acceptance of herbal medical trestment from Thai-Lue people. This
qualitative study applied informal interviews, participation
observations and documentary studies to collect data. The findinss
were as follow:

Target population of study were the Thai-Lue community's

inhabitants, the community is located in the Northern part of




Thailand. Thai-Lue people have common ways of life, with their own

cultural identity, and close relation to their relatives who speak
the same ethnic “Thai-Lue dialogue”. The selected community for this
study prolonged a transfer of indeginous techniques about herbal
medicine from their ancestors through the socialization process based
‘on family relatives' network and neigbourhood. Additionally, they
learned from knowledgeble persons such as monks, senior person, and
traditional medical persons. In the past, transportations were not
comfortabie, and the Government health services were located a away
from the community. Patients needed to rely on traditional ways of
treatments. Most of these methods transfered from the ancestors to
new generations within their families, particularly in the traditional
medical doctors' families. At present, traditicnal medical care
persons gradually disappeared, since modern society accepted that
modern medical care has been better than the traditional approach.

The acceptance of rural villagers toward the traditional and
herbal medical still existed. Adult people believed and always
applied herbal medicine to themselves, when they felt sick.  Another
identical point was that such treatment was so cheap, and some times

there was on need to buy any modern medicine.




However, the villagers realized that‘herbal medicine could be
gathered From the community. Such herbal plants were not only used
for medical purpose, but also as past of the ingredients for cooking
local food. In the past, every family cultivated various kinds of
trees, plants and vegetables for consumption, but now in a modern
society herbal medicine received less credit from new young
generat.ions. This could be the effect of what the young people have
learned about medical care from modern media and the Public Health
Depértment on the scientific side rather than on the typical
traditional way as it used to be. Additionally, most of the young
people have had no experience about the traditonal and herbal medical

care.




