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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the sources and
management of information among members of rural communities in the
upper part of Northern Thai Region. The s£udy was confined to the 195
households of Moo 6, Ban Huay Fai, Tambon Nakorn Jedi, Amper Pa Sang,
Lampoon Province. The community under study, with the total population
of 660,357 of which are males and 303 females, was considered
homogeneousy its members not only share common cultures and traditions
but also engage in interactive network of exchanging information.

The approach of this study was qualitative in nature. The
methods of data collection included participating and non-participating
observations, informal interview, and 1literal studies concerning

interchange of information. Subjects under study were leaders of the



community at different capacities such as head of the village, school

headmaster, community development officials, and health care officials,
members of the community such as parents, offsprings, relatives,

neighbors, as well as members from near-by communities. The time span
required for the collection of the data was 18 months. Method of data

analysis was analytic induction.

Sources of information among rural communities were found among
various individuals such as parents, relatives, neighbors, merchants,
peddlers, heads of village, health care officials, wvillage council
members, co-workers, government officials appointed to the area. Local
information exchange was conducted according to the normal norms of
interaction in the community; that is through everyday dreetings and
conversations. Sources of information through mass media included
common means of radio, television, newspapers, video and various
publications. The content of information covered practically every
aspecty, from politics, agriculture, culture, to economics. General
information received through the media was considered neutral, with
nobias in favor of or against any particular group or organization.
Entertainment news, however, was received according to the needs and
preferences of the rural population. Official factual information was
exchanged and confirmed by leaders of the community and government
officials. Members of the households were redarded as the most
reliable source of information, followed by sources from relatives and
neighbors. Information gathered by the community was divided into 2

types, reliable and newsworthy and unreliable. The former was conveyed



through common community network so that knowledge of such information
could be wused to enhance the welfare of the community. The latter,
however, was conveyed for the sake of consideration by the members of
the community first before it could be accepted as reliable.

Through the study of the community information network, it was
found that members of the community served both as providers and
receivers of information. Therefore, the information received needed
t.o beconfirmed as reliable and newsworthy before it could be conveyed

forthe community.



