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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study the process of
5001a11;at10n in the beliefs tnrougn ritual ceremony in rurai
commmity, and to find out the mechanism and condition influencing the
process of socialization. The researcher employed a qualitative
research to collect data by the use of interviews, observations and
group discussion. The key informants consisted of the peopie in a
community . and spirit warship persons in  Moungtone village,

- Mae-Hoy-Ngern sub-district, Doi-saket distric of Chiang Mai Province.



Ritual ceremony was found as a strategic plan created to
funcﬁicn in the sense of sociailization of mman relationéhin system.
This system appeared to formulate comminity beliefs in order to shape
suitabie behaviours of the community members, atfecting their status,
roles ans responsibilities. The researcher found that there were two
types of relationships between human and nature, and between human and
supernatural beliefs. Those relationships functioned to control the
bepnaviours of £ne compunity members, reduce social conflicts and
corporate the community unity.

Ritual ceremony was found by this research as a socialization
pattern o organize human behaviour, social authoritative structure,
approplate consumpthin of natural resources, community values, and to
scrutinize the social and community unity. The ceremony also
formulated the community’s belief system in order to facititate its
members to solve thelr problems based on their mutiual efforts.

The mechanism and conditions influencing the socialization of
compunity beliefs through such ritual ceremony were found by this
study as follows : (1) morale, culturaland traditional factors of the
community; and (2) roles of those people involved in the ceremony.
Those factors were functioned to form the people’s behaviours and

contents, and characteristics respectively.



