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Abstract

This research was conducted in the village of Ban Rong-wai,
Moo 2, Tambhon Dong Mahawan, Chiangrung Sub-District, Chiangrai
Province, The objectives of the study are threetold, as fotlows:

1. To study the social mechanisms used by the northeastern
people who migrated to settle down in the north, in maintaining their
identity and lifestyies;

2. To study the methods used by these people in maintaining
their identity and titestyles;

3. To study the process used by these people in maintaining
and encuituring their valuwes, beliefs, conceptual systems, and
lifestyies, to members ol the group.

The researcher collected data through a variety of methods:
interviewing community leaders, elders, and other community members,

as well as participant and non-participant observation of various



community activities. Altogether approximately one year was spent on
data collection.

From the study, the researcher Tound that the community used
several social mechanisms as tools for maintaining its  ethnic
identity, such as community leaders or elders, traditionalcommunity
groups or organizations, rites, beliefs, and traditionali northeastern
cultural practices. The local Isan dialect was also etfectively used
as one of these mechanisms. In accorxdance with these mechanisms, a
mumber of methods were used, including invitation of northeastern
tolk music and periormances —-such as Mor Lam, folk music, Pong Lang—
to pertform in the community, and maintenance of communications with
the community members’ original ties in the northeastern region. The
iatter was particulariy important and effective, since correspondence
with and visits to the original societies helped to maintain the level
of cultura! intensity as well as to "add new cultural blood" to the
community, Using the Isan dialect both inside and outside the
community, including in the children’s school, was also very important.

With regards to the process ol maintaining ethnic identity,
the community used the atorementioned mechanisms and methods in steps.
During the tirst phase of settling down in the north, the seniority of
informal community leaders was used,fo negotiate conflicts and to
provide spiritual support for the community members. Concurrent iy,
the Isan dialect and continued communications were used continually.
Younger generations  were enculturated and reintorced in "the
northeastern way” inclusive of rites, beliefs, and & variety of
religious and cultural traditions and festivals. All these served to

distinguish the community and its members from other communities



i the neighbourhood, with the resuit that community members became
proud ot their ethnic membership. Afterwards, when the community’s
economy became improved, the community started to import musical
pertformances and other performing enitertainments irom the northeast.
Maintaining communications with the communities of origin has been one
important activitiy regulariy used by the community trom the first days

of migration up to the present.



