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Abstract

The thesis was to study the Buddha’s life guidance through metaphor in
Jataka tales. It was a qualitative research basing on 250 tales appeared in volumes
55-57 of Khuddakanikaya section of Tipitaka - the version translated into Thai by
Maha Makut Royal Monk College, 1993 edition. The Jataka tales were studied in
order to gather the main concepts, reflections, metaphors and lessons drawn out from
the text to guide the analysis within the framework of life guidance under Buddhist
and guidance philosophies. It was found that the Lord Buddha had used the Buddhist
philosophy in guiding the people. He guided the individuals to learn and understand
the rule of the Three Characteristics which is the quintessence of Life. The Lord
Buddha guided way of maintaining life through Dhamma for the individuals to
achieve the true happiness and freed from all types of sufferings or dukkha through
the Eightfold Path to reach the ultimate goal of life - the Nirvana. Moreover, he
guided life under the guidance principles and philosophy by which individuals of all
walks life could decide by themselves and accept real self. He based his guidance on
the individual difference principle and believed that each of them was capable of
developing his/herself to the highest peak. In his life guidance process, the Lord
Buddha had used the Jataka tales which contained metaphors to enhance the people’s
understanding on nature of each individual behavior that was the main cause of the
problem to encourage them to face the problem, recognize, and understand it. In
Jataka tales, there were many different types of characters who had conflicting roles.
Through the Lord Buddha’s teaching, the audiences could understand and recognize
what he had wished them to recognize and learn. The characters were created to
signify the object of his teaching such as the king represented intelligence, the giant
represented greed, for example. The people had fun and easily learn. Besides, the
Jataka metaphor had enhanced 3 life skills, namely, thinking skill, emotional coping
skill, and social skill all of which people could use to control their own emotion and
learn to happily co-exist with the others.



