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ABSTRACT

This thesis examined underlying ideas and counter-ideas revolving around
the transformation of state universities into autonomous ones. It covered the period of
almost half a century, 1964 — 2008. Originally triggered by the urge for administrative
and financial flexibility and autonomy, the transformation crusade of later days
adopted as yet another attractive and seemingly more legitimate rationale, e.g., the
academic excellence rationale. In reality, the efforts collided with a great number of
resistance forces, one among which was the misunderstanding and hostility among
universities’ personnel themselves. However, what must not be overlooked about this
long and exhaustive saga is the fact that while the government in power seemed
verbally and policywise supportive of this higher education people’s ideal, in practice,
it, regardless of its political ideologies or financial standing, almost always fell short
of full support, particularly financial one. The surprising element of it all was that
seven state universities, the largest number at one time, were declared autonomous
universities by the National Legislative Council during the government brought into
office by the military coup on September 19, 2006. Almost six years of
democratically elected civilian government(s) did not bring about even one
autonomous university while preaching its merit and value.

Whether the transformed universities will actually deliver quality education
and academic excellence remains to be noted and verified by future historians of
education in this country.



