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ABSTRACT

This research explores the thinking, tactics and methods of the social movement
campaigning against the Chiang Mai Night Safari in Chiang Mai, Thailand, during 2005-06,
using participatory and non-participatory observation as well as semi-structured interviews
with key participants.

Founded in March 2005 to oppose the Night Safari, the “Alliance for Chiang Mai”
is composed of Chiang Mai residents from many walks of life and has forged alliances with
people’s organizations, academics, artists, writers, businesspeople, government officials, the
mass media, youth and lawyers both locally and nationally. It is rooted in opposition to a
capitalist development policy that ignores the role of the local community in decision
making, lacks transparency and will likely adversely affect the environment, society and
culture.

The groups composing the Alliance aim to strengthen civil society and restore a
form of radical democracy that provides more space for diversities that the current
representative democratic system does not respect. Their movement allows participants
directly to express their opinions and exercise their power as well as to participate in

decision-making processes through popular channels.



The Alliance’s main tactics and methods include campaigns, educational programs
and information dissemination. They also involve attempts to enhance local people’s
understanding of popular politics, civil rights, community rights and freedom of expression
and decision-making through various processes including complaint filing, monitoring of
state actions, communicating with the public through public media, producing printed matter
and other media, exercising the power of various discourses, and forging alliances with
various potential groups including the middle class, students, and business groups as well as
those directly affected by the Chiang Mai Night Safari. The Alliance attempts to work with a
wide variety of issues and groups in a pluralistic, collective way that encompasses but also
transcends the local movement.

The findings confirm the unique and significant aspects of the Alliance for
Chiang Mai as it aims to forge holistic development models that take into account social,
cultural, spiritual, legal and environmental factors. The Alliance is different from other
movements in Chiang Mai province that tend to focus more narrowly on individual and
discrete agendas such as community forest laws, the construction of a fly-over, air pollution,
etc. It is clear that the Alliance for Chiang Mai aims to use its advocacy regarding the

Chiang Mai Night Safari to define a new path for movement collaboration.



