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ABSTRACT

This research study was to 1) investigate attitudes, understanding, meaning,
objective, historical values, problems, and obstacles found in historical pedagogical
practices and 2) categorize competence regarding historical conceptual skills. There
were seven subjects in the study junior students majoring in Social Studies, Faculty of
Education, Chiang Mai University and had already finished HIST271 (The Thai History)
An_d HIST330 (South East Asia: Past and Present) classes.

Research instruments included documents and materials which contained
songs, rhyrhes, Triple Seals Laws, comic books, Encyclopedias, and newspapers.
Focus group discussion was used to collect the data. The data from tape recordings,
researcher’ s notes, and the subjects’ written comments were analyzed, categorized
using rubrics scale, and then descriptively reported.

The results were as follows:

Most respondents showed negative attitudes on all history classes that they had
taken and reported that the courses placed more emphasis on contents rather than on
historical concepts. The majority of the respondents had misunderstanding about

meaning, objectives, and values regarding historical pedagogical practice, which have



great Impacts on levels of competence regarding historical thinking skills. Additionally,
some participants were rated at level 1, i.e., They were less capable of criticizing and
interpreting; and lacked the competence skills necessary for searching and utilizing
information. However, most of the respondents were rated at fair (2) level, i.e., they were

able to ask both low and high order thinking questions.



