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Abstract

This research had two objectives. Firstly, it was to study Thai basing on
sociolinguistic approach focusing on the role of language. in social communication such as .
language structure and usage according to the speaker’s social status as well as culture and
values as appeared in the conversation. Secondly, it was to develop guidelines for teaching
Thai as a foreign language. The sample used were simple-randomized from the conversation
appeared in 3 SEA Write Award books — Kham Phiphaksa by Chart Kopchitti, Prachathipatai
Bon Sen Khanan by Win Leowarin, and Amata by Wimon Sainimnuan. The data were then
examined and analyzed basing on sociolinguisticsl and framework developed by the
researcher. The analysis lied in three aspects, namely, language elements, language usage
according to the speaker’s social background, and, culture and values as appeared in the
conversation. The finding are as follows:

1. Regarding the language elements, there were uses of pronoun, ending terms, and

politeness supplements to less extent compared to normal everyday life usage.



2. Regarding the usage according to the social background of the speakers such as
age, gender, social class, social relationship, topic, and time-space appropriateness affected the
speaker’s language usage

3. In regard to culture and values, language used in everyday life conversation
reflected culture and vaiues such as ways of living, tradition, and social values.

Teaching Thai as a foreign language should aim at helping ‘the leamners to use the
language to communicate appropriately under the cultural and social values contexts of Thai
society. The instruction should contain communicating activities through the use of Thai
language so that they should be able to use it for the societal communication. The instruction
is based on sociolinguistics principles as well as theories and philosophy of cognitive
psychology, second language acquisition, and culture. Teaching guideline is composed of
framework, content, teaching procedures, and three samples of teaching and learning activity

plans.



