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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining Northern rural community traditional learning
patterns and their relevant social and cultural conditions,

The researcher collected needed data via both participant and nonparticipant
observations, formal and informal interviews, and focus group discussions. Key informants
comprised the community elderly, learned villagers, community leaders, artisans, a local
temple abbot, and general villagers, Data collection took approximately one year. Collected
data were subsequently cross-checked, classified and analyzed, the, descriptively and
analytically presented.

Findings were as follows:

Such traditional learning patterns were those carried out and transmitted from
individual families and the community as a whole. They took the forms of informal
instruction, socialization, inculcation, rebuking and warning. In addition, leaming generated
through those patterns also occurred during work and from participation in various such
community activities as those on important Buddhist days or during other traditionally festive
events as well as those where by group members mutually exchanged their labour. Such
participation was totally voluntary with participants carrying out the activitics naturally
required by their own perceived role and functions. In other words, learning occurred as a

result of their practical involvement and participation in community ways of life.



Relevant social and cultural conditions involved in such traditional learning
patterns comprised community members’ own necessity to have to learn, their very living-
making and inevitable coexisting with others. In such circumstances, they had to care for and
help one another labourwise, during traditional and festive activities, beliefwise, etc., all

amounting to learning to care for and help one another.



