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Abstract

This study probed issues related to how school committee members, who were actually
from the community, became members, their knowledge and understanding regarding the role
and functions of school committees and each commiittee member. It was made possible by
interviewing all 37 school committee members in Ban Mae Na School Culster, the Office of
Chiang Dao District Primary Education, Chiang Mai Province.

The study found that almost all of the 37 committee members (but one) became
members through the initiatives and actions of school administrators and teachers, Once
appointed, however, they were quite willing to perform assigned tasks. Almost half of them
were members of various hill tribes and all males.

Overall, their knowledge and understanding regarding the above school committee and
each member role and functions was not that sufficient and clear. Most had not carefully read
or studied the official regulation on the matter due to various limiting factors, notably economic
and cultural.

However, the fact that most of them had exhibited a high degree of willingness to work
in those committees constituted a plus factor which in the long run would be conducive to their

commitment and dedication to committee work and the overall school affairs.



Such commitment and dedication would be highly facilitated if échool personnel really
understood the existing limiting factors and obstacies; collectively sought ways and means to
overcome them; and worked closely with all school teachers and committee members in order to
reach a common understanding of desirable role and functions of schoo! committees within the
real context and those of individual committee members. Only then, they would be in a better
position to help community—originatéd committee members contribute more effectively to the

quality provision of education for Mae Na School Cluster students.



