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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to examine health locus of control, health Npractice
and relationship between health locus of control and health practice of the patients after cardiac
valvular replacement. The sample of 200 patients were selected by simple random sampling
technique from those who came for follow-up service at Cardio Vascular Thoracic Clinie, the
Out Patient Department of Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital. The instruments used for data
collection were interview stmctu;‘ed and unstructured. Data were analyzed for frequency,
percentage, means, standard deviation, Pearson’ s product moment correlation coefficient and
t-test by SPSS for Windows.

The findings were as follows:

1. Most of the patients after valvular replacement had the highest score in internal health
locus of control but obtamed lower score in power other and chance health locus of control
respectively. The Internal and powerful other health locus of control were at the high level but

chance health locus of control was at the moderate level.



2. Most of the patients after valvular replacement had health practice score at highest
level.

3. The health practice after valvular replacement was positively significant correlated with
the internal health locus of control at the .05 level but it was not correlate with powerful other

health locus of control and chance health locus of control.



