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Abstract

This thesis was set out to probe changes in rural community social relationships which
affected its agricultural production system. At the same time it sought to identify and examine
factors contributing to such changes.

The effort was made possible through field observations, semistructured interviews
and focus group discussions. Collected data were subsequentiy checked, classified and
analyzed. Findings were as follows:

1. Kinship-type interpersonal relations were found to have given rise to the new
agricultural production system, that based on contracts. The new system was first conceived by
those community members who had links with the outside world such as commercial companies.

Subsequently, they introduced this new system to and among their relatives.



2. Relationships between individuals and contract-based agriculturalist groups
yielded 2 types of agricuitural production relations, one traditional and the other contractual. The
traditional production system relying as it had been on collective, voluntary labour and mutual
help was undermined and affected by the contractual system which featured cash pay
employment, |

3. Relationship between/among groups turned negative. Cooperation and participation
in community activities was possible on the basis of cash payment in stead of voluntary efforts.
Relatlionships within groups and with external groups and individuals constituted efforts to seek
and obtain knowledge and information from outside sources in order to protect and preserve
ones’ economic interests. This phenomenon adversely affected the existing production system.
Contributed to the lack of hived labour within ‘the community and drove down the prices of
agricultural produce.

4. Factors found contributing to the changes in social relationships comprise,
internally, land holding, labo.ur hiring, lack of labour and land selling. External factors were
government agencies, contracting farming system, information, new technologies, consumerism
and materialism. Both internal and external factors were also interrelated which, in combination,

brought about such social relationships within the rural community.



