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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine the role(s) of such community
institutions as family, school and temple as well as relevant daily life activities
and social rituals in the reproduction process of thinking, belief and value
systems including the recognition /acceptance of gender roles and status. The
field study relied primarily on both participatory and nonparticipatory observation
methods, interviews, casual exchanges of ideas and documentary reviews.
Findings were as follows :

Family was the first institution pointing out gender differences. family
elders such as parents and interacting relatives and cousins passed on to their
offsprings thinking, belief and value systems via conscious and unconscious
modeling, direct instruction and communication harmoniously integrating those
contents into daily life activities and family rituals.

Such content transmission was effected appropriate to the young's age.
Druing childhood girls were taught to tend more to housework and boys to
outside work. Asregards sex-related matters girls were taught the sense of shame
and mindfulness while allowing boys more freedlom and leeway. Transmitters
were able to acljuét transmission methods, techniques and contents to suit



changing social circumstances, most of which were content and methodological
changes. Daily family members interactions and witnessing repetative role
performances were instrumental to the taught accepting their own role(s).
However, social changes were found to affect considerably traditional ways
of transmitting thinking, belief and value systems regulating gender rols
and status perceptions and observances within families. Girls were allowed
more freedom and flexibility regarding household responsibilities. Some families
even began to teach the boys some household tasks as well as accord both sexes
equal educational opportunities.

School conveyed such systems and practices through text books and
school activities. Thai language text books at the primary level, prescribed by
the Department of Curriculum and Instruction Development curriculum of 1998,

revised in 1990, contained contents portraiting traditional gender roles and status.
Teachers themselves were not cognizant of gender role and status differences nor
were physical education and scounting activities. overall school environment
management had no clear indicators gauging the transmission of such systems
and practices. Therefore, spending a long period of time in school itself was
conducive to students automatically and unconsciously absorbing what was passed
on to them.

Temples also played akey role in instilling knowledge about gender
role and status differences. Given their traditional importance, unique
operational system, physical environment, inculcating mission and ritualistic
performances based on folk religious traditions, a combination of Bhuddist,
animistic and Brahmanistic beliefs, overall cosmology about the female sex was
that females possessed little " merit, were naturally sinful and enemies of
virginity. thus, they lent credence to their teachings about the place of girls / women
in society and automatically foster their acceptance among devotees.

Daily life activities constituted yet another major form of transmission of
ideas and beliefs regarding gender rols and status differences because they
happened everyday with simple and simplistic methods and symbols. within this
context acceptance was natural. This acceptance was further reinforced by various



other social rituals which equally contained and conveyed similar ideas and beliefs.
Rituals conducted around birthday, wedding, ordaining, house warming and
funeral activities were some such powerful activities. Moreover, there also
existed certain rituals directly aimed at transmiiting gender role and status
differences, accompanying thinking, belief and value systems and the like.
Feasting ancestors ritual, for example, reflected the teachings intended to direct
and control sexual behavior of the female sex. Rituals of this kind and many
others worked to foster recognition and acceptance of whatever messages and
contents they conveyed.



