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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate the conditions, activities and

services provided in private school libraries, to find out library utilization, problems,

opinions and needs of prathom suksa 5 students and to study head librarians’ problems,

needs and opinions concerning private school libraries in Muang Chiang Mai district. The

sampfes selected for this study included 344 prathom suksa 5 students of the 1996

academic year from 15 private schools in Muang Chiang Mai district and 15 head

librarians. The data were collected by using questionnaires for the students and

interview form for the head librarians and observation forms and then analysed

statistically by computing percentage, the arithmetic mean and standard deviation. The

results of the study were as follows:




1. Conditions, activities and services in private school libraries.

1.1 Most private school librari:es contained two classroom-size space. Some
contained one classroom-size space with only one librarian and one to five students
acting as assistants. Books were arranged according to John Dewey’s decimal system.

1.2 The school librarians and teaching staff helped in the selection of books
to be purchased on annual basis. There were 500-1,000 books in most libraries. A few
had more than 3,000 books. Every school libraries had these kinds of supplementary
books: Thai Ianguage skill, mathematics, life experiences, character development, work
oriented, general knowledge, religion, history-geography, sport and story. For the
newspaper, Thairath, Thainews, Daily-news and Khao-sod were found in every libraries.
They also had the following magazines and journals : Kwan-ruen, Suan-dek, Kulla-satree,
Tourism magazine, Sakul-thai and Mag.

1.3 The most activities offerred by the libraries were displaying bultetin
boards, drawing and painting, quiz contests as well as assigning students to work in
libraries.

1.4 Most libraries offerred whole-day service. 12.00-13.00 Was the busiest
period. The services were under the supervision of the librarians and consist mainly of
loaning 2 books at a time for a period of 3 days.

2. Library utilization, problems opinions and needs of prathom suksa 5 students,
concerning private school libraries were:

2.1 Libraries were most used by students at lunch break time, 2-3 times a

week.




2.2 Most students helped themselves in finding the required books. A few
consulted the librarians. They had compléted reading 5-10 books in one semester.

2.3 Activities offerred by the libraries which students participated were
reading the bulletin board, writing essay, precis, slogan; drawing and painting contest.

2.4 Most students used ’;he libraries for the purposes of acquiring general
knowledge, preparing for their report assignments, reading books which could be applied
In their daily lives. Others came to the libraries for emotional relaxation or doing their
homeworks. |

2.5 Most students frequently read newspapers were Thai-rath, Daily news,
Khao-sod, Thai news and Chiang Mai news. Students also read Suan-dek, Mac, Kulla-
satree and Dino sann magazines.

2.6 The problems of library utilization were found in less level. However, the
students identified problems related to insufficient number of reading materials and
servicing personnel and activities, lack of audio-visual and tea.ching aids and also less
area.

2.7 Most students had opinions on school libraries in high level. They agreed
that school libraries helped them to use their free time effectively, gain their knowledge,
create greater interest and habit of reading, and also train them to search for knowledge
by themselves.

2.8 The students’ needs were found in high level in all aspects, They
needed better libraries and more qualified personnel, attractive activities, books and

printed matters as well as audio-visual and teaching aids.




3. Problems, opinions and needs of the head librarians about private school
libraries: 7

3.1 Problems concerning the ‘organization in every aspect were in low level.
They still had problems of lacking of audio-visual and teaching aids, books and printed
matters, budget, services, organizing activities, working personnel, administrators and
space and buildings.

3.2 They mostly had opinion in high level on private school libraries. They
agreed that school libraries could help stud\_ents use of their free time effectively,
increase students” knowledge. The librarians found that the education and libraries were
related Qery closely and also related to instructional situation. Further more, libraries
helped students enjoyable.

3.3 The needs for the organization of the libraries remained in high level.
They ranged from high to less: the needs to organize activities and services, the needs

of personnel and administrators, books and printed matters, buildings, budget, audio-

visual and teaching aids.




