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Abstract

The purposes of this reseach were:

1. to compare problem-solving abilities of preschool children before and aftér provided
with Thai traditional play experiences.

2. to study problem-solving behaviors of preschool children engaged in Thai traditional
play.

Fourteen Anuban Suksa 2 students, studying in the first semester of 1995 academic
yéar at Chum Chon Ban Dai Shool, under the Office of Wiang Chai District Primary Education,
Chaing Rai Province were the subject of this study. Instruments used in the study comprised
fifteen Thai traditional play experimental plans, problem-solving abilities test of preschool
children and the observation form to observe problem-solving behaviors. The collected data

were analyzed by t-test and presented by description.




The major findings were as follows:

1. Preschool children provided with Thai traditional play experiences showed problem-
solving abilities higher at .01 level of significance.

2. Problem-solving behaviors of preschool children engaged in Thai traditional play
were found as follows:

2.1 ‘When engaged in play activities for the first time, most children used the process
of trial and error.

2.2 Children’s problem-solving abilities to compete in the play occured after they
encountered the problems, or repeatedly played the games. They could manage to succeed in all
types of Thai traditional play except the boat racing game.

2.3 The problem-solving abilities of children to compete in the play were found

different.




