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Abstract

The objective of this study was twofold: first to investigate and desctibe the
components and characteristics of a network of learning in alternative agriculture, and,
second, to delineate the conditions and factors that gave rise to the network of learning
in the area of Ban Pa Not, Tambol Mae Tha, Mae On District, Chiang Mai Province.

. This study employed qualitative method as a mode of data gathering. In-depth
| interviewing and participant observation were used in order to obtain information about
network of learning, process in which learning was taking place, and the role of the
node of network and its relatiohship with network members. Informal interviewing with
key informants was also used in order to gain more information with regard o ideas
and thoughts about alternative agriculture. | |

The community learning network in alternative agricuitwe was a type of
loarning embedded in everyday social practices and community dynamics. it had 4
components, namely,body of knowledge, node of network, organization of learning,
and transferring of knowledge. Each componeht is described as follows:

Knowledge system of aitsernative agriculture is holistic. It is both technical and
practical knowledge. It includes morality which underlies the basic relationship
between man and nature. This knowledge system has impacts on economy, socisty,

culture, politics, education and environment.
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A node of learhing network serves as the center for expetrimentation,
knowledge acquisition and development, and knowledge iransierring. A node of
netwotk can be single or multiple consisting of several individuals who are
knowledgeable in many fields. A node has an ability 1o assess situation critically as
well as analyze problems and their alternatives. A node with moral commitment tends
to observe, analyze and try out new ideas; he is always enthusiastically open up
innovative ideas and information. As a node, _he has a good command of
communication skills, a democratic mind, and tends o engage in exchanging of ideas
with othetrs whenever opportunity arises.

Within the learning network, the organization of learning is another important
component. It is either formally or informally set up in 3 levels according fo the
boundary and area relationship,including at community organization which is Kin-
based.This operates in a small groups have a complex and diverse social relationship.

_ The village neiwork organisation at the subdistrict level network in has its
membets, from community organisations with their representative in the organisation
commitiee.These representatives determine the objectives of an operation, manage
production inputs and oufputs, and convince the network membsrs to exchange
expertisnces in solving problems. Besides, these groups can assist their members in
solving problems within groups and problems of the community, such as, community
forest management, coordination with external organizations, eftc.

At the provincial/tegional level, hetwotks of learning can also be established
for collective and public concern. The networks members come from representatives
from the community level, inter-community level, sub-district level, or watershed level,
in which the member at personal level must be based on group formation at
community level.The organization at this level provide learning experiences through
information dissemination on local issues as well as government policies. This type of
network would collaborate with other sectors, such as, mass media, development
wotkers, government officials, lawyers, academics, businessmen, and urban
consumers. It also supports village organizations’ activities and campaigns for policy
advocacy.

There are iwo forms of knowledge being transferred in alternative agriculture.
The former is the traditional methed which is based on community culture. Through
this method, knowledge is transferred through legends, stories, songs, folklores and

ritual ceremonies. The latter is the transferring of local knowledge plus knowledge
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from outside through meetings, training workshops, and educational trips.. In both
cases, the process of knowledge transferring has 3 stages: analysis of problems,
searching for available knowledge, and implementation. This process can occur at
different levels, namely, family and community level, community network or watershed
level, and provincial/regional lsvel. |

. The network of learning in aliernative agriculture is developed within the social
context of community change. There are two types of conditions that enable the
network of learhing % occur. First, direct condition or condition that aliow direct
learning experience. This includes complex social relation of individuals, frequency,
duration and conﬁﬁuity of meeting, nature of knowledge exchange. Second, the
supponrting condition established in the ditect condition , which are social relationship of
commnity, collective results in lessons lparned through solving critical problems |, the
jocal culture and tradition , the strength of community and network organisation, the
node of network’s ability, development of infrastructure, communication and other
accessibility, democratic political situation from community o nation levels, the good
support from oulside organisations of government, non-government organisations and

also urban consumer groups



