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The ocbjectives of this ctudy were to understand the social
relationship of communities in the Northern Pegicn Industrial Estate
and to compare their conditions at present and in the past. The
researcher chose a village near the Northern Reglon Industrial Estate
in Lampoon Province to study the change of social relationship and the
social change of rural societies under the industrial development plan

the capitaliét svstem. The researcher collected data from

o

documentary reviews as well as actual fieldworks. The data collection
was done through personal conversation, formal and informal interviews
and through participant and non-participant observations. The
collected data were verified, analyzed, and presented in a descriptive

‘

and explanatory manner.



Social relationship of communities in the Northern Region
Industrial Estate were segregated into numerous groups. Each group
protected its own interests and tried to take advantage of the other
groups both legally and illegally. Hower, they did try to co-exist.

Social relationship was the funétion of social groups which had
different statuses, objectives and interests. People of the same
occupation and social status opted to form themselves as a unit. But
in order to have good relationship among members groups depended on
activities which were henefitial to all.

The kinship and family relationship that had Jjoined small
social groups together with the elder as the center of the family was
less practised. this relationship was practised only in
traditional ceremonies.

Social relationship of communities around patron - client
relation was changed. Patrons who had had ruling power were no longer
recognized by clients. Clients associated to more patrons who have
power on money and business. Patron - client relation was class-based
relationship which implied a conflict in itself. Clients who were in
the lower classes than the patrons tried to benefit from the patrons.
There has no need for personal relationship between them.

Changes in the social relationship in the communities
were caused by the changing physical context such as the construction
of the Superhighway, the establishment of the Northern Region
Industrial Estate which led to massive land selling in the communities,
development activities initiated by the government, in-bound migration

and the changing mode of production.



In addition, there was a change in the community people’s
community consciousness which was caused by other changes taking place
in the community, but which also resulted in changing social

relationship in the community even further.



