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Abstract

This study was aimed at trying to learn about and understand
learning conditions and non-formal education carried out in a suburban
community influenced by urban society growth and prosperity. = Such
influence was believed to affect, one way or the other, the learning
perception process and knowledge search of suburban community members.

More specifically, the study had as its objectives the following : To

identify énd examine the nature, types and formats of traditional,
existing edqcational activities; to seek ways and means of edriqhing'
and enhancing individual, group and organizétignai ~potentia1i;ies'__v
bearing relevance to communityreducatioh.éfforté; and to evaluate the
rusults of non-formal education activities carried out by the community.
The £gsearcher adopted the PAR approach to achieve the objectives.

Data analysis was based on Kanjana Keawtep’s social and

phenomenological  analysis-synthesis approach which was marked by the

search for caused of phenomena and analysis of contents of such causes.




v

Findings were as follows :

- Traditional community education found was necessity-driven,

i.e., that which the community felt good and virtuous. Contents
comprised ancesférs’ teachings and beliefs and they were passed on by
families, temples and community sages.

- Traditional community education was found to take the forms
of informal educating and preaching, traditional code of conduct,
religious rites and fituals, proverbs, natural exchanges of ideas and
folk games.

- Identified traditional community education tfpés included
local dialect insight, ancestor and religious beliefs, local culture,
agricultural occupations and family life.

- Figures playing key role in community education affairs
were local temple abbot, village education committee head, village had
and local primary school principal. These people served as

educational guides and knowledge transferers.

- Groups found active in community education affairs included

représentatives of village sub-units, parents, students, housewives,

teachers and mass media from outside.

-~ Village education committee, temple, school and family,_as_:

organizations and institutions, also took part. in communityléducatidn,
€.8., providing villagers with development-related  knowledge,
utilizing gréup pProcess, fostering order and discipline, teaching
morality and ethics; promoting the conservation of local art and

culture. S - -




- As regards com;ﬁnity'potentialities and results of non-fomal
education activities it was found that individuals, groups and
organizations/institutions interacted and supported each other.
Family, temple'_and school joined hands in organizing learning
activities, transfering knowledge through community systems and
channgis, reinforcing each other to the pgint community members

possessed similar, equal understanding about certain issues.




