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Abstract

The main objectives of this study were firstly to study the process of changes from
agricuttural to non-agricultural occupation of women in the countryside, and secondly to study
the conditions and main factors influencing the process of non-agricultural 6ccupation of those
women. The study was conducted in many different features such as 1) the forms of making a
living in various occupations 2) approaches to occupations 3) conditions and main factors
attracting those women into agricultural occupations.

The study was conducted in Bansunpong village, Moo 3, Bansunpong sub-district, Marim
District, Chiéng Mai Province, containing 210 families and 914 people approximately. Four steps
were employed 1o collect data as follows : 1) community survey 2} village mapping 3) formai
and informal interviews 4) participation and non-participation observation. It took 7 months for
the researcher to complete data collection and analysis. Research findings and analysis are
presented in a descriptive manner.

The findings revealed that the villagers of Bansunpong made a living not only from
agriculture but also other supplementary occupations in almost every family, either within or
outside their village. These matters effected relationship between community and families and

then, resulted in living.




Forms of changes, methods of changes and the main factors in changing from
agricultural to non-agricultural of those women in this community were as follows:-

Forms to get into non-agricultural of those women both in and out of community were
persuaded by friends, relatives, people beside them and brokers. They made use of information
or data from various government units, non-government units and also from mass media
communication system available at the local and provincial levels.

How to get into non-agricultural occupation of women was found in many ways: the
characteristics to non-agricuttural occupation, types of them, the progressive occupations, the
suitable incomes and learning before or after getting into those occupations.

The main factors influenced occupational changes could be classified into three
categories: external, internal and supporting factors. The external factors came from outside the
community such as friends, relatives, better and suitable incomes, communication, and
interactions between social city and countryside. The internal factors that pushed them to leave
their own community were high expected incomes, senses of responsibility for the villagers'
families, higher education, people consumption, and the prior experiences of changing
occupations. The supporting factors were knowledge, work ability and individual supporters.
These third factors gradually changed the ways of thoughts for rural women from agriculturat to
non-agricultural occupation increasingly.

The result of this research could be discussed as follows:-

Firstly, the village location that. is not far from the city, caused social interactions
between the social and count.ryside lives. Furthermore, marksting system, people consumption or
city culture effected occupationat changes.

Secondly, due to advices of friends, relatives or neighbourhood the villagers of
Bansunpong adapted themselves to change in their own occupations.

Thirdly, net work of information, work places and employment agents effected changes
in the villagers own occupations. Moreover, the way to get better practices both in private and

state authorities were used as sources of information for the women's decision-making process




of occupational changes.

Fourthly, information from several media both directly or indirectly from private and state
authorities effected the villagers' adoption of occupational changes.

Based on the findings of this research, recommendations for further study are as
follows:-

1. 1o make a further study of occupational approaching process focusing on
occupational types, methods of occupational approaches, educational process relating 1o
occupations and conditions influenced non-agricuttural occupation of women in northeastern or
southern regions.

2. to make a further study of the appropriateness of occupations for women.
3. to examine problems and obstracles derived from occupational changes of women.
Some private or state units should be temporily established in order to advise local

people for changing other occupations.




