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Abstract

This research was an attempt to trace history and background
of an ethic group, Thai Song Dam, in Khao-Yoi District, Petchburi
Province, cotton weaving skill transference process the group
practiced and associated process culture. In the process, the
researcher immersed himself in the community participating in
community life, observing, interviewing and collecting data. Resultant
data were subsequently compiled, analyszed, synthesized, categorized
and, finally, descriptively presented.

The étudy found that such skill transference process had been
continuously'passed on from past to present. In this process,
transfer‘efs and transferees mutually and intimately engaged in
conversations and exchanges of ideas and expériences enabling the
.f‘orrr_xer to pass on to the latter various aspects and components of
cotton weaving knowledge relevant and useful to the trade. On the

other hand, those involved in the transference, i.e., knowledgable and



skilled parents and relatives, were the ones who passed on to their
children and offspring step-by-step knowledge and skills required of
the trade to the point the latter were able to produce unique products
for community utilization.

Associated process and product culture took the forms of
values, beliefs and rituals. Community life required that only
locally weaved clothes and textiles be used along with other necessary
items in community ritual performances. They could not be substituted
by pr‘oducts. generally sold in the market. This requirement made it
necessary to continously pass on to new generations knowledge of and
skills for weaving. Otherwise, they would not be able to participate

in the cultural life of the Thai Song Dam Community.






