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Abstract

This study was aimed at examining issues related to 1local
wonen’s groups and community development. More specifically it
focussed on the former’s participation and operational procedures in
as well as results (of their participation) in the latter. In
addition it attempted to identify faﬁtors leading to and affecting
such participation, resultant problems and obstacles as well as their

needs for participating in comnunity development activities. Study

site was Sri Don Moon Village, Chompoo Sub-District, Sarapi District,




Chiang Mai Province. Data collection was based on question-asking,
interviews, structured observations and focus group discussions. Key
informants comprised both members and non-members of 4 women’s group

in the village. Morcover, village committee members, staff of
governmental and non-govermmental organizations and villagers in
general also served as informants.

The study found that village women did participate in the
conceptualizing, planning, implementing and evaluating stages of
commumity development affairs. Their decision to participate was both
the result of their own choice and induced by government officials as
well as other friends who were also groups® members. Once in the
groups, some became group committce members and other group leaders.
All however, became group activities’. direct beneficiaries. Sonme
influential factors behind their decision to participate were worth
not.ing First, they had faith in the groups’ leading figures. Second,
they felt that their participation would be beneficial both to
themselves and their families. Neverthéiéss, some of the groups’
members expressed- doubt as regards sincerity and honesty of certain
comnittee members. They suspeted those members used group money for
their personal purposes. Thus, they reported what was needed was that
governmen£ officials working with women’s groups possess accountancy
management knowledge and skills and be able to fransfer them +to
groups’ members so that eventually they would be able to properly

manage money matters on their own.




