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Abstract.

The purpose of this research was to study about teachers’ use,
problems, and needs concerning the principal curriculum document and
its supplements. The samples were 559 lower secondary school teachers
of the schools under the Department of General Education, Ministry of
Education in Surin province, teaching during the academic year 1990.
Sizes of the samples for small, medium, and large schools were
determined statistically before drawing school names from each school
size until the number of the teachers for the three groups reached the
determined figures. Self-constructed questionnaires were distributed
to collect data which were later analyzed by using frequency, means,
standard deviations and analytical description. The findings were as

follows:



1. The Use of the Curriculum Materials.

The samples seemed to get hold of all the documents listed..
The schools owned most documents which could be loaned both for sharing
among colleagues and for personal use. Teachers stated that it was
.more convenient. for them when these documents were made available at
their own divisions rather than at the central school academic unit.
Some of the documents were sent. from the Ministry’s Department of
Academic Affairs and some were ascertained by the school academic
staff. Most, sampled teachers made their own lesson plans. These
curriculum documents were moderately used. Sampled teachers with less
than one-year teaching experience used textbooks to the most extent.
Three types of documents mostly used were textbooks, teachers’ handbooks
or teaching manuals, and lesson plans. -The teachers used curriculum
handbocks and curriculum guides least.

2. Problems and Needs Concerning Curriculum Materials.

The sampled teachers with less than one-year teaching
experience felt the needs of teachers”’ handbooks or teaching manuals
most and textbooks next. The teachers with 1-5 year teaching
experience thought teachers’ handbooks or teaching manuals was the
only one most essential document. Those with more than five-year
experience felt all types of curriculum materials were moderately
essential and textbooks came first in the rank. When considered in
terms of teachers of different subjects, those teaching Thai language
felt, at the high level, the need to study teachers®’ handbooks, but
those in physical education and art. needed textbooks most..



The sampled teachers from all groups of teaching experiences
and all subject divisions faced the problems of inadequate materials.
However, they bad no problem with lesson plans and textbooks. These
teachers mostly needed teachers’ handbooks or teaching manuals and
wanted schoools to provide the documents in the divisions for teachers
to borrow. Besides, the sampled teachers from all different
teaching-experience groups including those in mathematics, art, and
work/career education needed schools to provide more adequate
materials as the first priority while those in science, Thai language,
and foreisn languages needed supervision on material use; those in
social studies needed better distribution of new materials and those in
physical education needed workshops on material utilization as their

priority.



