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ABSTRACT

This research is a study of the ideas and the processes of
Non-Governmental Organizations development work. It also studies the
result of the self-reliance produced at community level which is a
result of the work of the Non-Governmental Organizations.

This study is divided into three parts as follows: First, the
study of data at the Macro level in order to synthesize current
thinking on ideas regarding development. Second, the study of ideas

and processes of rural development works of the Non-Governmental




Organizations in Northern Thailand. .Thir‘d, the study of the effects
of encouraging community self-reliance by participating of the
Non-Governmental Organizations in development works.

The results of this study show that several problems which
have occured in Thai society came from the direction of development
which has emphasized the growth and expansion of the economy as its
primary principle. The f‘act that more concerned people have recognized
problems occuring within Thai society caused by the direction
development policy of the government, has prompted Non-Governmental
Or‘ganiiations to desire playing a role in the alleviation of the
problems. The participation of Non-Governmental Organizations has
demonstrated importance on three levels: 1) partiéipation in
community development at the wvillage level to solve basic problems,
build community funds, support a procedure for community people to
exchange and learn from each other and to work together to solve
problems; 2) finding solutions and alternatives when working to solve
community problems; 3) placing pressure on policy makers in order to
encourage modification and adaptation of policy so that it reflects
the needs of the majority. With respect to the philosophy and
application of Non-Governmental Organizations development works, an
approach centered on people is normally followed. Additionally,
there is a belief that development must emanate from the grassroots

level of society. As a result, development strategies structured from
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the bottom up are emphasized. This method allows for different
organizations to approach different development problems, each
according to its interests and skills. Overall, though, it has been
found thatl the Non-Governmental Organizations share a common goal,
that of better living on the part of the population coupled with
self-reliance. Non-Governmental Organizations working to encourage
self-reliance can affect development at 3 levels, those of the family,
the group and the network. The result of the interventions at the
respective levels reflects on  self-reliance in three ways: 1)
economic self-reliance; 2) decision making empowerment and; 3)

cultural self-rel iancé.




