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Abstract

The study examined the issues of local organizations and non-
formal educational oppurtunity expansion in 3 areas, namely, stimulation,
service and non-formal educat.ional service provision. At the sane
time, community’s socio-economic and cultural conditions having impact
upon the role of local organizations in the educational opportunity
expansion process were also analyzed. Study site was Na Khaem Village,
Moo 7. Mae Moh Sub-District, Mae Moh District, Lampang Province, one
of the villages removed and resettled by the Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand (EGAT). The researcher spent 5 full months
living in the community observing the work of local groups, talking

with and interviewing people as well as studving the community’s socio-

economic and cultural dimensions in order to understand community

happenings, how-they came about, under what conditions, etc. Given



these tasks and activities, the researcher was able to explain the
role of Ioéal organizations in the educational opportunity expansion
process. Major findings were as follows :

In general, the villagers were_mfairly interested in the
educational opportunity expansion issue. Prior to project impiementation
in the village role and activities of certain local groups had already
been obvious. For instance, a village committee met and decided to
call a general meeting with villagers in order to hire teachers to
teach. | During instruction the viliage committee and village adults
group ﬁelped see to it that everything proceeded smoothly. At the same
t.ime, they played a stimulating role by, for example, convening parents
meetings and broadcasting through the village wire system the importance
of education and existing educat.ional opportunity expansion projects
and activities. In addition, they helped take care of children
attending night. classes

As regards socio-economic and cultural conditions of the village
it was found that Na Khaem was somewhat urbanized and villagers wanted
their children to have more and more education. In addition. they got
strong and effective leaders. The iocal temple abbot also played a
_k@y}role stumnlat.ing y@}%&geggﬁto send their children to school.
ancther important £@§ﬁ@§was that life in the village was costly and,
thus, everyone had to work., Parents, not expecting their children té
be unemployed in the future, consequently had to do evenything possible
to help them obtain more education. All these fa¢t9f§f1and' more
explained successful roles of local groups/organizatibn in educational

opportunity expansion drive in the village.




