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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to scrutinize the history of the g
united colleges throughout Thailand emphasizing on its establishment,
present operaﬁion, and trends. The review of documents technigque,
namely minptes of the Council of Teacher Education, articles, and
newspapers, was employed. The interview of experts, academicians, and
high ranking authority personnel of Teacher Education Department was

also part of the scrutinization.

Thirty-six +teachers colleges throughout the country are higher
education institutes which are run by Teacher Education Department,
Ministry of Education wunder the Teachers College Acg 1975 and the
Amendment Act 1984 which clearly stated its diversified functions and

more importantly needs of community must be anticipated.



Later 1in 1985, Teacher Education Council enacted a code of
consortium formation which allows teachers colleges géographically
nearby +to form a consortium. Presently, +there are 8§ consortia which
then called united colleges, namely : United Colleges of Lanna, United
Colleges of Buddachjnnarat, United Colleges of lsaan~Nué, United
Colleges of Isaan-Tai, United Colledges of Sri Ayutthaya, United
Colleges of Thawarawadi, United Colleges of Thaksin and United Colleses

of Rattanakosin.

The main purpose of the code of consortium formation is to create
a concrete system of academic cooperation and enhance the effectiveness,
efficiency and capacity of higher education institutes so that 1t wiil
productively support the developmeﬁt of the country as a whole. In each
united colleges, the Board of Trustees is the policy making_bpdy whereas
academic cooperation is the most concerned reasponsibility. Secretariat

office functions as the coordinating body and office of the Board.

It is also found +that every united colleges has not fully
fulfilled +the expectation as purposed. This resulted from the reason
that Teacher Education Department has never been officially uplifted
united colleges to be a government agency i as a result, the support of
persomnel and finance are insufficient., It also agitated doubtful
attitude of authorities concerned whereas seriousness of practice was
also affected. However, the operation has been effectively

carried out to some extent.



The King has granted the name "Rajabhat Institute” +to substitue
the word "Teachers College”, However, the Rajabhat Institute Act has

not been passed by the House of Representatives yet.

At present the operation of every united colleges is still in
practice according to the Teacher Education Council. Whenever the
Rajabhat Institute Act is passed, every united colleges will become a
legal person. Consiquently, the united colleges will be neither
demolished nor changed drastically in terms of system, structure,
function and name, but the cooperation will be maintained. On the
contrary, if the Rajabhat Institute Act were delayed with any reason,
Ehe present system of +the united colleges would cont inue but.

improvements of the system will be certainly contemplated.



