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Abstract

This study aimed at studying the conditions and problems in the
mathematics achievement of schools under the Office of Surat Thani
Prbvincial Primary Education. The population included all 32 schools
whose Prathom Suksa 5 mathematics achievements during two consecutive
academic years of 1990-1991 were under 50%. The data were collected
through the unstructured observation, interview, and the study of
document. concerned. They were interpreted inductively and presented
in tables and in a descriptive manner. The findings were as follows:

1. The conditions concerniné the mathematics instruction

1.1 The teachers and the organization of instruction
The majority of teachers had not been trained in
mathematics teaching by In~service training program. They received
little supervision. Their teaching hours were 26-30 hours per week.
They preplanned their lessons in brief. and used lecture method in
teaching most of the time. They produced and used less teaching
materials. The remedial teaching was treated the same way as the
.normal class. In some school. the evaluation of students’ progress
was found inappropriate.
1.2 The students
One fifth of the students walked to school more than
three kilometres. and were occationally absent. They rarely finished
their after class assignments. One third of them reported they had
less appreciation in mathematics.



"1.3 The administration and supervision in schools
Most teacher taught all subjects only in their owWn
classroom, ,and each of them was assigned to take charge of at least
one extra job or a school project. Most schools had not organized a
clear definite plan of mathematics teaching and supervision, however,
all of them performed in-school supervision process.
1.4 The environment
Some communities where the schools located were in
remote rural areas., Many families were poor, and made frequent
migration. Some schools did not have enough water and no electricity.
2. The problems concerned with mathematics instruction
2.1 The teachers and the organization of instruction
The teachers were overloaded with teaching hours and
extra tasks, and therefore, they found not enough time to produce or
brepare teaching materials, and they also considered them as less
important, They did not applied various teaching methods in matematics
teaching. 'They found less interest iq_doiﬂg the remedial teaching for
the less success students. The evaluation of students’ progress was
not on schedule.
2.2 The students
Absenteeism was a common practice for some students who
lived more than three kilometres from school, and could not often
completed their homework, and found less appreciation with mathematics.
2.3 The administration and supervision
Some schools were short of teachers for long period of
time, and therefore, teachers were assigned more teaching hours, and
. the in-school supervision practice was not .effective.
2.4 Other environments
Some schools located in barren rural areas where the
communication was inconvenient. They had no electricity and not
enoush water. Some parents were poor and had less -support for
schooling of their children. g



