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Abstract

This study was a survey of opinions of teachers who developed
and those who implemented the English.core courses’ lesson plans. The
opinions were on the plans’ development processes and components
within a school cluster. Concurrently, the study touched on the mode

of operation of those teachers who implemented or used lesson plans.

The study population comprised 51 English core Ccourse teachers
and 42 others who participated in the plan development processes. All

were Lower Secondary Education teachers in Lamphun Province.

On the other hand, 8 teachers in charge of English 012, 014 and
016 courses and sampled from large—, medium and small-size Lower

Secondary schools made up the sample in the study.



As regards the cluster’s lesson plan development processes,
it was found that those teacher participating in the processes ranked
‘most important the procedures involved in establishing learning
objectives, followed by those involved in establishing measuring
instruments and learning competencies respectively. Regarding the
plan production steps, teachers who developed the plans viewed most
important the study of each core course description. Then came
establishing its learning cobjectives ; analysis of learning obje?tives
in order to arrange course contents in such a way that they were
congruent with the set learning objectives-; review of the number of
perioés set by the curriculum in order for instructional media and
materials to be in congruence with learning objectives and oompetencies
in each period ; determining instructional activities to suit learning
objectives ; and establishing measuring instruments in such a way they

be congruent with learning objectives and competencies.

Furthermore, the study also found that established learning
objectives and instructional periods set by the curriculum did not match
making it very.)diffimlt to £fill given periods with appropriate course
contents. Gene.ral school conditions were not conductive to the use of
instructional media and materials prescribed in the plan. Models of
instructional activiteg, it was also found, were insufficient in quantity.
And measuring instruments were not speclfic and detalled enough to be

of practical use.

As regards the plan implementation's mode of operation, it was

discovered that all teachers did actually used lesson plans and most of



them were school cluster's ones, However both school cluster plan
users and non-users studied the plans by themselves and modified the
area of instructional activities more than other areas. Those teachers
who used self-made plans based their instructional activities more on
school cluster learning objectives than others. As regards teaching
preparation, all teachers gave more weight to the study of content
matters than to other parts. During instruction, school cluster plan
users and .self-made plan users placed emphasis on student practices

On the contrary, those teachers who used plans imported from elsewhere

emphasized knowledge transfer and precision.

As far as the evaluation of the use of lesson plans was concerned,
teachers with imported plans evaluated the congruity between course
contents and learning cbjectives and between instructional activities
and learning objectives. Those using school cluster plans locked at the
correspondence between contents and learning ob jectivess And finallx,
those teachers with self-made plans evaluated the correspondence between

instructional activities and learning objectives.

As regards plan components and teaching steps, teachers using
school cluster plans wvolced the opinion that the end objectives were
the most appropriate component while citing objective notification as

the most appropriate for the teaching steps .

The observation of actual instructional steps revealed that
teachers placed emphasis on student practice. Finally, as regards the

issue of classroom interactions, it was found that students and teachers



and students and instructional media materials most interacted at the
learning guideline establishing stage while most intense interactions

among students -occurred during the actual practice stage.



