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Abstract i

It 1s believed that, Thailand, with her numerous
literary works of the so-called "philosopher-poets”, has
however no real philosopher who practicgs rhilosophy
specifically. The question thus arises, whether the Thais
have their own distinctive philosophy; and if they do, what
are the characteristies of such philosophy.

Besides the worké of the poets, most of whom were .in
connection with the ruling class, and whose work elither
dealt with religious belief or with the ruling Iinstitution,
numbers of folk-literature survived, namely proverbs and
sayings; and it is in these proverbs and sayings that the

commoners expressed their philosophical ideas. These




sayings from different historical periods and var ious
sources descended orally from generation to generation, and
are up until now being frequently and widely used. This
suggests some unchanged philosophical ideas of the people;
and it is the task of this study to extract the main ideas
from this folk proverbial literature, which will present
s;me aspects of "Thai philesophical thinking”.

The teachings therein start from a simple premise as
a pragmatic approach to everyday problems. The Thais see
the world in "single-dimension phenomena”, which can be
known through sense experiences. The perceived world i= the
real world, an& natural regularities suggest thatlnature is
‘governed by certain laws. These laws make the inductive
néthod used in the proverbial téachinzs possible.

The teachings in Thai proverbs and sayings are based
on 2 aspects:.

1) The utilitarianistic-and-pragmatic aspect

2) The ethical aspect

On the level of utilitarianistic-and-pragmatic
_nspect, general laws derived from natural phenomenal throusgh
inductive method are being used as everyday 1life conduct

which encourage beneficient actions and discourage harmful

or counter-beneficlient actions. It is this basic value,

B I




namely to seek pleasure and to avoid pain, that every
living creature seeks. Man, who is considered one of the
living creatures, shares the same natural laws, and the
difference between man and animal is, up to this level, the
difference only in degree.

On the level of ethical aspect, man develops a higher
standard of value Judgement, moving from the simple "pain
and pleasure” value to ethical value hased.on human right
and human dignity, which results from the long observation
on human behaviour which proved superior to that of other
living creatures. Any action that might shake or insecure
human right, freedom and dignity is held blameworthy.

According to Thai sayings, human affairs are
performed in both levels. Man, on the wutilitarianistic
level, like all other créatures with survival instinets, 1is
governed by the natural law of cause and effect. He avoids
pain and seeks pleasure. But on the other fold, he has
dignity, freedom and the power of ratiunallzatinﬁ which
animals lack. He invents his own law, the ethical 1law,
which aims at humanity, harmonious social living and the
preservation of human superiority.:

The idea stands thus betwveen the 2 extremes: Lhe

doctrine that the universe is governed by mechanical law of




cause and effect, whlch. makes human freedom impossible, and
the doctrine that man is the measure of all things with
complete freedom and- superiority.

The Thals accept the world as it appears, and despite
human powers that other creatures do not possess, the Thais

consider man as a part of the bigger entity.




