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ABSTRACT

The goal of this study is to compare the capabilities, income and social capital
between Thai and Chinese households in Chiang Mai and infer the impacts of factors
on income, life satisfaction and happiness of research sample. Characteristics of 100
Thai households and 100 Chinese households in Chiang Mai were used to reflect the
information of religion, migration and the socio-demography of sample. The Gini
measure of relative inequality was used to measure the distribution of income per
capita. T-test, correlation matrices and regression were used to test the significance of
differences between Thai and Chinese households.

The results of the testing confirmed that the major of Thai and Chinese

migrants in this research living in Chiang Mai for occupation in 1990 and 2008,



vii

respectively. There is no significant difference on income, capabilities, social capital
per capita, education, wealth, life satisfaction and happiness between Thai and
Chinese households in Chiang Mai. But the inequality and social capital are greater in
Chinese households than in Thai households. And the health, employment and
opportunities are significantly greater in Thai households.

The impact of education on income per capita of households is positive and
strong; while the length of stay, gender of household head, bonding and bridging
capital, and business and political alliance can not be the factors of income per capita.
The life satisfaction is affected by missing home score and capabilities but not by
demand of life overseas and understanding of King’s Philosophy. The happiness is
affected by capabilities and sufficiency more than by income and social capital.

Recommendations must be made to governments, NGOs and the affected
migrants and households. The need of improving of income, capability, social capital,
leisure, health, security and the political empowerment in Chinese households are
significantly more and more with the extension of residence time in Chiang Mai. The
male-headed and shot-term households have more income per capita and life
satisfaction. The government and non-government organization should put into place
policy to help households who have low level of education, income and capabilities.
The migrants should focus on the capabilities, social capital, life satisfaction and
happiness. The resulting social capital and happiness will be the creation of individual

and social resilience in the future.



